
Minutes of the Political Geography Research Group (PolGRG) AGM held at RGS-IBG 
Annual Conference, Cardiff, Wednesday 29th August 2018  
 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

Committee apologies received: Alasdair Pinkerton (AP), Diana Martin (DM) Paul Richardson 
(PR).  
 
Committee present: Sara Fregonese (SF) Jonathan Rokem (JR, minutes), Rachael Squire 
(RS) Anthony Ince (AI) Angharad Butler-Rees (AR), Nick Robinson (NR), Leilia Wilmers 
(LW) 
 
2. Chair report  

Approval of minutes from 2017 AGM 
Minutes of 2017 AGM were presented and were unanimously approved by the AGM. 
 
Membership status,  
 
SF remarked membership has dropped slightly to 316 members since the last AGM 2nd 
August 2017, when we had 323 members. Subvention for the current year (November 2017) 
is £480. This is £5 up on 2016, which was £105 up from 2015.  
SF noted this means we could invest accordingly.  PolGRG subvention is based on paying 
members and fellows who tick the box to join PolGRG when they join the RGS. She 
encouraged those who are not already fellows, to consider joining. If we increase our 
membership, we can increase the scope and ambition of our activities.  
 
Activities overview. 
 
SF opened stating it has been a productive year for the group with several successful   
activities, such as the PG Midterm Conference and launch of the new PolGRG Book Award. 
To be further addressed in the AGM points below.  
 
SF also updated that the group has sponsored 3 Early Career PG bursaries for the RHUL 
workshop and 1 for the Cardiff Midterm Conference.   
 
 SF encouraged applications for RGS research group sponsorship for any future PolGRG 
workshop or activities, so if anyone in the wider PolGRG membership are thinking of hosting 
a seminar, a workshop, or any kind of event, and would like to get the PolGRG label, please 
get in touch. The deadline is late October every year and SF would be glad to assist with the 
application process. The Committee would also like to hear from any takers for the next 
workshop (2019). After UCL, Ncl, Exeter, Bham and now RHUL it’s becoming clear how 
successful, well attended, and genuinely refreshing for the subdiscipline these events are. 
So, if you want to be next, please let us know.  
 
 
Current and upcoming vacancies 
 
SF noted that there are several open committee positions following JR (secretary), AI 

(ordinary member) coming to the end of their mandate and not intending to re-run. Also DM 

has asked to step down from her Conference Officer position and this was also up for 

election. SF highlighted that notice of the vacancies was sent on 27 July 2018 via the 



PolGRG mainlining list. Nominations to elect new committee members will take place at the 

end of the meeting for the following positions: 

 

 Honorary Members: Secretary (outgoing, 3 years) 

 Conference Co-ordinator (vacant, 3 years);  

 Ordinary Member (outgoing, 3 years);  

 Postgraduate representative(s) (outgoing, 1 year). 

SF noted some nominations had been received and that further nominations can be made 
during the session. 
 
SF stated the committee wants to note a big thank you to Jonathan Rokem, Anthony Ince 

and Diana Martin for their meticulous and efficient service.  

 
a. Updates on Action Points from 2016 AGM 

Lastly, SF added PolGRG has worked with RGS to become GDPR complaint, especially in 
the way we communicate with the membership. You will have noticed a new privacy notice 
in the email sent about the AGM. Thanks  to thank Rachel Squire (RS), our communication 
officer and also GDPR data controller for ensuring that the way Jiscmail communications are 
compliant. This is especially valid when organising a PolGRG-sponsored event (esp. 
workshops) and are in doubt about how to handle data - from list of delegates to other 
sensitive data please contact (RS).  
 
c. Approval of changes to PolGRG constitution   
 
SF noted, the AGM will also be an opportunity to vote on approving changes to the PolGRG 
constitution. The email I sent to the membership on 27 July mentions this process and gave 
the opportunity to the membership to comment on the proposed changes.The main changes 
are essentially updates: 
 

 Updated Terminology in line with RGS requirements 

 Clearer on deadlines of financial reporting (January) 

 More visibility for PGs 

 Amendment to RGS date (January to August) 

SF added the constitution can be changed by two-thirds majority vote of those present at the 
AGM. The amended constitution shall then be submitted for approval by the Research 
Committee of the RGS-IBG at their next meeting in October 2018. 
 
The new PolGRG constitution was unanimously adopted following no objections and with 23 
PolGRG members present at the AGM.  
 

 Action:  Receive expressions of interest for hosting the next PolGRG workshop (2019). 

 

 Action: All Receive expressions of interest for hosting PolGRG / RGS sponsored events 

and apply by RGS October 2018 deadline. 

 
 
 



3.     Treasurer report   
 
SF updated on behalf of AP that there were several issues with transferring the bank 
account from the former treasurer to AP. Thus caused delays in payments of dissertation 
prize winners. It was noted by SF that this was now resolved, but that the RGS is looking 
into ways of solving this in the longer term, as other research groups have experienced 
similar challenges.  
 
The balance reported the 2017 AGM was £508.43 (later corrected to £509.06) 
 
Income: 
We received an RGS-IBG subvention of £480 on 28 December 2017.  
 
The PolGRG’s co-organisation of the ‘Brexit: a geographical conversation’ workshop in 
August 2017 reaped a ‘Brexit dividend’ to the group of £201.17 (paid 16 Nov 2017). Interest 
payments totalled £0.89. 
 

In 2016-17, the PolGRG committed £934.60 to funding the PolGRG Midterm Conference, 
held at Royal Holloway in June 2017 – an expenditure that was reflected in the group’s 
balance as reported at the 2017 AGM (as a cheque had been issued). Royal Holloway kindly 
agreed to fund this event, meaning that the cheque was cancelled, returning the £934.60 to 
our balance. 
 
Expenditure: 
We awarded two PolGRG Dissertation Awards in 2017-18 (2 x £75) – paid in 16 April 2018.  
 
We awarded two PolGRG bursaries (2 x £128.00) to support the participation of political 
geography postgraduates to attend the RGS Postgraduate Forum Midterm Conference in 
April 2018. 
 
The balance currently stands at £1719.62. 
 
Note: The balance is higher than we have been accustomed to (due to the Royal Holloway 
and Brexit conference dividends), and we need to think carefully as a group about how we 
should use these funds over the coming year(s). This is not money that should roll forward in 
our balance in perpetuity, but which should be allocated to key initiatives. 
 
 
4.  Conference Coordinator Report   
 
JR presented the Conference Officer Report on behalf of DM with the following:  
 
Sponsorships 
This year PolGRG received 17 applications for sponsorship requesting 21 timeslots (of 
which 6 could be sponsored by other research groups). The Committee decided at sponsor 
14 timeslots but at the end after several last minute cancelations sponsored 13 slots to 12 
different sessions. 
 
Guest passes 
For guest passes, this year PolGRG could offer 9 day passes. However, we received 
requests for 21 days from 9 people.  During the selection process DM also advised to apply 
with different groups too. Once it was clear that other groups granted some applicants 
passes, PolGRG offered 9 day passes to 8 different people. 
 



 
5.       Postgraduate Activity  
 
NR on behalf of the PG reps reported the following activities;  
 
Postgrad presence has been boosted on the website with the blog with new posts about 
recent PolGRG relevant events and activity. It noted that more contributions to the blog 
would be welcome to enhance its online presence and keep it active.   
 
The PG reps successfully organised the second ‘emerging voices in PG’ session at the RGS 
conference (August 2018): “navigating challenges, barriers and failures in the field” with 
Kimberley Peters from the University of Liverpool as Discussant.  
 
PolGRG had a remarkable presence at midterm conference in Royal Holloway University of 
London with a record number of over 90 participants.  
 
SF added she was sorry to see the PG Reps go and noted that they had done and excellent 
job and thanked them for their contribution.  
 
 Action: All send expressions of interest for writing blogs for the PolGRG website and 

especially for a blog post summary from PolGRG events and workshops. 

 

 Action All (esp. Postgraduate representatives) to look into organising next year’s third 

PolGRG-sponsored postgraduate session at the RGS  

 
6.  Book Award  
 
JR updated that 10 outstanding nominations were received for the first PolGRG book award 
(2017-2018) highlighting the breadth and depth of research being undertaken in Political 
Geography (PG). After careful consideration by a PolGRG - PG selection committee 
composed of 2 PolGRG committee members, 2 PolGRG wider members, and 1 
representative from PG,  ‘Violent Borders: Refugees and the Right to Move’ (2016, Verso) by 
Reece Jones was announced the first book award winner in March 2018. 
 
The winner received an award from PolGRG sponsored by Political Geography/Elsevier of 
£100, and a book award review forum is underway to be published in Political Geography. 
 
A Book Review Forum is currently in preparation with the assistance of Filippo Menga, 
review editor of PG, and is due to be published in the first half of 2019 in Political 
Geography.   
 
JR added the lessons learnt from first book award selection process (2017-2018) were as 

follows:  

 

This first edition has been a complex learning process, but it has been appreciated both 

within PolGRG and more generally by RGS. SF was asked to report on the Book Award to 

other research groups at the RGS research group subcommittee earlier this year and indeed 

the RGS has already encouraged other research groups to set up similar awards.  

 All nominated books were reviewed by one of the panel judges and a shortlist of five 
books was created which worked well.  
 



 A directory of judges is being kept, in order to have variation of panels and not 
overburden anyone from the wider PolGRG membership.  
 

 The original idea was to hold the book award annually. With the amount of work 
involved in the management of the book award it is worth considering continuing to 
run it biennially, holding the next award in (2019-2020), so any incoming chair will 
have the honour to coordinate the award in her or his 1st year in post.   

 

 The (2017-2018) panel recommends that in the future two judges will be nominated 
to select the winner rather than asking all five judges to take part in the final decision-
making process. These might tentatively be one representative of PolGRG and one 
from PG. The two judges will jointly select the winner based on the reviews produced 
by the book award committee.  
 

 Relatedly, it was also recommended that the judges use a set of structured 

parameters at shortlisting stage, to accompany the qualitative comments. This is to 

help the 2 judges who will make the final decision. Parameters should be: timeliness; 

applicability to different contexts/cases; magnitude and depth of scholarship and 

data; potential for influence outside academia. 

 

 Coordinate the announcement of the book award with rest of the PolGRG committee 
and PG making sure that it is updated on all relevant media platforms at the same 
time.  

 

 In the event that the author/s are not attending the next RGS Annual Conference 
following the book award nomination, evaluate options for holding the Author meets 
Critics sessions at another event if of interest / possible.  

 
It was agreed the PolGRG book award would run biannually and the next round would cover 
2019-2020.   
 
 Action: Send out next book award call for nominations in Autumn 2019.   

 
7. Undergraduate dissertation prize update  
 
AI updated that there had been 16 very high quality submissions for the undergraduate 
dissertation prize and that decisions would be made in the next few days.  
 
The judging process was shared by 4 judges who read 4 dissertations each and in interest of 
sharing this time-consuming process the committee is looking for volunteers across the 
whole of PolGRG membership to review dissertations.  
 
AI was noted all entries where from Russell Group Universities and it was important to find 
ways to diversify the applications to other universities.   
 
 Action: All find volunteers across the whole of PolGRG membership to review 

dissertations 

 

 Action: Communication Officer send out a reminder about Undergraduate dissertation 

prize early July 2019.  

 
8. Elections to POLGRG Committee 



 
Posts vacant:  
 
Secretary (3 year term) 
Outgoing: Jonathan Rokem  
 

Elected: Daniel Hammett (Sheffield) 

(nominated, James Sidaway; seconded, Rachael Squire):  
  
Conference Officer (3 year term) 
Post vacated: Diana Martin  
 
Elected: Ruth Massey  (University of Cambridge) 
(nominated, Rachael Squire; seconded, Nick Robinson):  
  
Ordinary member 
Outgoing: Anthony Ince  
Elected: Anthony Ince (Cardiff) 
(nominated, James Sidaway; seconded, Phil Steinberg):  
  
PG Representatives 
Outgoing: Angharad Butler-Rees (AR), Nick Robinson (NR), Leilia Wilmers (LW) 
Elected: Laura Shipp (RHUL), Viktoria Noka (University of Glasgow), Hanna Dickinson 
(University of Sheffield) 
(nominated, Jonathan Rokem; seconded, Phil Steinberg): 
  
Handover procedures for Secretary and Conference officer start now, and SF will be in touch 
with the relevant people. 
  
SF also encouraged outgoing and incoming PG reps to liaise with each other and talk 
through what’s been done by PGs so far and how, in order to ensure a smooth handover 
and continuity of activities and momentum.  
 
Finally SF noted a big thank you to all outgoing committee members for all their great work 
and contribution to the PolGRG activity over the past few years.    
 
9.       Any other business 
 
SF noted it was worth thinking of making nomination of medals and prizes 

 Action: ask wider membership to suggest nominations for RGS medals and prizes  

Glasgow expressed interest in hosting the next PolGRG workshop  
 

 Action: SF to follow up with Viktoria Noka (University of Glasgow) to check further 

arrangements of hosing the workshop.  


