
Minutes of the Political Geography Research Group (PolGRG) AGM held at 
Royal Holloway University of London, Tuesday 13th June 2017  
 
 
Apologies for absence 
 
Committee apologies received: Marco Antonsich (MA), Diana Martin (DM), Matt 
Benwell (MB), Anthony Ince (AI) 
 
Committee present: Sara Fregonese (SF) Jonathan Rokem (JR, minutes), Sam 
Strong (SS), Jonathan Harris (JH), Olivia Mason (OM), Ian Slesinger (IS)  
 
1.       Approval of minutes from 2016 AGM 
 
Minutes of 2016 AGM were presented and approved by the meeting. 
 
2.       Updates on Action Points from 2016 AGM 
 
2a.     Early career conference bursaries 
 
SF updated that the group has sponsored 3 Early Career PG bursaries for the RHUL 
workshop and 1 for the Cardiff Midterm Conference.    
 
2b.     Annual book award in coordination with Political Geography journal 
 
SF Updated that all actions concerning the book award were successfully 
implemented. Award details were updated by the new communication officer and 
upload on the PolGRG website including context, rationale and eligibility criteria. 
(See point 8 book award below).  
 
2c.  Organising regular PolGRG-sponsored postgraduate session at the RGS 
 
Following Fiona McConnell’s encouragement at the 2016 AGM for PolGRG to 
organise – similarly to what other research groups are already doing – a regular 
RGS session on “emerging voices in political geography” for postgrads. 
 
This was followed up by the PG reps JH, OM and IS who have organized the 
“Emerging voices in political geography” session at the 2017 RGS Annual 
Conference. Also it was encouraged by SF that this becomes a regular annual 
session at the RGS conference (See Item 6 Postgraduate Activity).  
 
ð Action All (esp. Postgraduate representatives) to look into organising a regular PolGRG-

sponsored postgraduate session at the RGS  

2d.  Co-sponsorships with other groups 
 
SF noted that more co-sponsorships with other groups in organising events has 
been moving ahead with the pre-conference workshop “Brexit: a Geographical 
conversation” that PolGRG and EGRG are co-leading, and that’s on 29 august, the 
day before the full conference starts.  



 
Also PolGRG put its name right at the top of RGS recognitions this year. Lindsey 
Hilsum (Channel 4’s foreign correspondent) was awarded the Patron’s medal for her 
“contribution to the understanding of global conflict and inequality”. Lindsey is the 4th 
woman recipient of the Patron’s medal since 1839. This resulted from a joint 
nomination by PolGRG and the GFGRG and with two supporting statements from 
PolGRG members. SF invited members to pool together – and also with other 
research groups – and propose nominations that are relevant to PolGRG. You can 
read more on this in the RGS website press statement on the medals.  
 
ð Action ALL: explore and encourage further inter-group collaborations in general and 

when organising sessions for the conference.  

3.       Treasurer’s report 
 
PolGRG Treasurer’s Report 2016-2017  
Treasurer: MA 
 
The balance reported at the last AGM was £1097.06 
 
Income: 
We received a RGS-IBG subvention of £475 on 29 December 2016 (£105 more than 
last year). A net interest of £0.97 was added on 31 December 2016. 
 
Expenditure: 
On 31 January 2017 a cheque for £75 was issued to Ben Ayre (UCL) for the 
PolGRG dissertation award (title of the dissertation 'Constructing an Arctic 
laboratory: oil spill simulations at the hydrocarbon frontier'). 
 
On 13 April 2017, a cheque for £55 was issued to Cardiff University for the bursary 
allocated to Dominic Obeng for his participation to the RGS Postgraduate Midterm 
Conference (Cardiff).  
 
On 26 May 2017, a cheque for £934.60 was issued to Al Pinkerton (RHUL) for the 
PolGRG Workshop. This included £50x3 bursaries, £295 for 2 lunches and 1 
refreshment (for 40 people) and £489.60 contribution towards the dinner for 40 
people. 
 
The balance currently stands at £508.43 
 
SF remarked there is a lot of investment, and increased membership, PolGRG has 
now got 323 members, which means we could invest accordingly.  PolGRG 
subvention from the RGS-IBG is based on paying members and fellows who tick the 
box to join PolGRG when they join the RGS. She encouraged those who are not 
already fellows, to consider joining. If we increase our membership, we can increase 
the scope and ambition of our activities.  
 
Future potential expenditure, which has been agreed at committee: £200 for the 
Brexit pre-conference workshop. This is potential because the event is ticketed. So if 



we manage to get a large audience (hopefully so given the relevance of the event), 
we won’t have to pay the entire £200.  
 
SF encouraged that everyone ought to apply for RGS sponsorship for any future 
PolGRG workshop or activities, so if anyone in the wider PolGRG membership are 
thinking of hosting a seminar, a workshop, or any kind of event, and would like to get 
the PolGRG label, please get in touch. The deadline is late October every year and 
SF would be glad to assist with the application process. The Committee would also 
like to hear from any takers for the next workshop (2019). After UCL, Ncl, Exeter, 
Bham and now RHUL it’s becoming clear how successful, well attended, and 
genuinely refreshing for the subdiscipline these events are. So, if you want to be 
next, please let us know.  
 
Finally MA has come to the end of his mandate and is not intending to re-run. The 
committee wants to note a big thank you to Marco for his meticulous and efficient 
service as Treasurer.  
 
ð Action:  Receive expressions of interest for hosting the next PolGRG workshop (2019). 

 
ð Action: All Receive expressions of interest for hosting PolGRG / RGS sponsored events 

and apply by RGS October 2017 deadline. 
 

  
4.       Conference Coordinator’s report 
 
SF presented the Conference Officer Report on behalf of DM with the following:  
 
Sponsorships 
This year the PolGRG received 14 applications for sponsorship requesting 21 slots. 
Some applied for sponsorship through other research groups. The Committee 
decided to offer 12 slots to 12 different sessions. 
 
Guest passes 
For guest passes, this year PolGRG could offer 6 days. However, we received 
requests for 10 days for 7 people across 5 sessions, one of which not sponsored by 
PolGRG.  During the selection process DM also advised to apply with different 
groups too (for example Geographies of Justice and Historical Geography). Once it 
was clear that other groups granted some applicants passes, PolGRG offered 5 day 
passes.  
 
The RGS reported that one of the RGS pass holders had already been granted a 
pass by Geography of Justice Research Group. This means that this year we 
granted 4 passes and managed to basically accommodate everyone who applied 
also thanks to other research groups (Historical Geography) sharing information too. 
 
 
 
 



5.       Postgraduate Activity  
 
OM on behalf of the PG reps reported the following activities;  
The PG reps successfully organised the first ‘emerging voices in PG’ session at the 
RGS conference (September 2017) and were able to accommodate all 7 participants 
that applied and have secured Jo Sharp as the session discussant;  
 
PolGRG had a remarkable presence at the Cardiff midterm conference April 2017 
holding an event, which enabled networking and most importantly did not cost a 
penny due to generous support with a big thanks to AI.  
 
Postgrad presence has also been boosted on the website with a new blog initiated 
by JH with new posts about recent PolGRG relevant events and activity.  
 
ð Action: All contact JH with expressions of interest for writing 500 word blogs for the 

PolGRG website and especially for a blog post summary of the Filed work in Political 
Geography workshop.   
 

6.       Undergraduate dissertation prize update  
 
SF noted that the wording for the next call has been distributed via RGS mailing lists 
to all relevant Geography Departments. All submissions should be made to AI by 
15th July 2017. Value is 75£. The call has been widely advertised by, and will be 
followed by a reminder by PolGRG in early July. 
 
It was agreed that, due to the often-high standard of several dissertations, we would 
have a commendation category besides the main prize, rather than an “all or 
nothing” system. This category would benefit the CV of the student, although would 
not involve money.  
 
The committee is looking for volunteers across the whole of PolGRG membership to 
review dissertations. During the meeting, IS offered to act as dissertation reviewers. 
 
ð Action: All find for volunteers across the whole of PolGRG membership to review 

dissertations 
 
ð Action: Communication Officer send out a reminder about Undergraduate dissertation 

prize early July 2017.  

 
 
7. Book Award  
 
JR officially launched the new book award sponsored by the journal Political 
Geography and presented the book award details as follows, to be uploaded on the 
website:  
 
 
 



 
The PolGRG Book Award (2017-2018)  

in coordination with Political Geography Journal  
 
The Political Geography Research Group Royal Geographic Society (PolGRG) 
Book Award received positive endorsement at the PolGRG AGM in London, in 
September 2016. Phil Steinberg (Editor of the journal Political Geography) has 
confirmed interest and sponsorship with the Political Geography publisher at 
Elsevier. The PolGRG/PG Book Award was officially launched at the PolGRG AGM 
on 13 June 2016.  
 
About the PolGRG Book Award 
The PolGRG / Political Geography co-sponsored Book Award is an award 
recognising new academic volumes whose theme engages with the interests of 
PolGRG and, more widely, contributes to the subdiscipline of political geography. 
Political geography concerns a wide variety of diverse issues connected with 
relationships between space and power.  
 
Which books are eligible? 
In line with the diversity of PolGRG interests and membership, the PolGRG Book 
Award is aimed at published volumes stirring interest and debate around: territoriality 
and sovereignty, states, cities, and citizenship; geopolitics, political economy, 
political ecology; migration, globalization, (post)colonialism; social movements and 
governance; peace, conflict and security, as well as the mutual geographical 
construction of these phenomena with gender, race, class, sexuality and religion. 
 
How much is the award worth? 
PolGRG has an annual award sponsorship from Political Geography/Elsevier 
of £100. The winning book will also be the subject of an Authors meets Critics 
session at the annual RGS-IBG meeting, leading to a book award review forum 
published in Political Geography. 
 
How are books nominated? 
A book prize competition call is advertised, initially biannually, on relevant mailing 
lists (critical geography list, PolGRG, etc.). All PolGRG members can nominate 
books for the award, published in the two years previous to the call.  
 
Who are the judges? 
A book award committee will consist of: the PolGRg Chair, PolGRG Secretary 
(representing PolGRG); One representative from the Political Geography journal 
editorial team or editorial board, and two representatives from the wider PolGRG 
membership. Should conflicts of interest arise, the PolGRG committee will nominate 
relevant alternative reviewers. Gender balance among book award committee 
members will be promoted. 
 
How is the award decided? 
The book award committee reviews all nominations and shortlist a maximum of 5 
books, with emphasis on early carrier authors and on authors from the Global South. 
 



How to nominate: 
The call for nominations opens on 15 June 2017 and closes on 30th September 
2017. Announcement of book award recipients is due in March-April 2018.  
A 100 word summary in support of your book award nomination with the book's full 
title and author should be sent to the PolGRG secretary Dr Jonathan Rokem: 
j.rokem(at)ucl.ac.uk by 30th September 2017. 
 
 
8. Elections to the Committee 
 
Posts vacant:  
 
Treasurer 
Outgoing: Marco Antonsich  
Elected (nominated, Adam Ramadan; seconded, Paul Richardson):  
Alasdair Pinkerton (RHUL) 
  
Vice-Chair  
Post vacated by Kritika Srinivasan in December 2016 
Elected (nominated, Jonathan Harris; seconded, Nick Robinson):  
Paul Richardson (University of Birmingham) 
  
Communication Officer 
Outgoing: Matt Benwell 
Elected (nominated, Anna Jackman; seconded, Jonathan Rokem):  
Rachel Squire (RHUL) 
  
PG Representatives 
Outgoing: Jonathan Harris, Olivia Mason, Ian Slesinger.  
Elected (nominated, Rachel Squire; seconded, Paul Richardson):  
Angharad Butler-Rees (University of Southampton), Nick Robinson (RHUL), Leila 
Wilmers (Loughborough University). 
  
Handover procedures for Treasurer and Communication officer start now, and JR 
and SF will be in touch with the relevant people. 
  
The outgoing PG representatives will remain in their role until September, allowing 
them to conclude works for the PolGRG PG session at the next RGS.  
SF also encourage outgoing and incoming PG reps to liaise with each other and talk 
through what’s been done by PGs so far and how, in order to ensure a smooth 
handover and continuity of activities and momentum. SF also noted that the outgoing 
PG reps JH, IS and OM gave us a good idea of PG activity at the AGM and I am 
100% sure the incoming team has the enthusiasm to continue the good work. 
 
Finally SF noted a big thank you to all outgoing committee members for all their 
great work and contribution to the PolGRG activity over the past few years.    
 
 
 
 



9.       Any other business 
 
SF expressed a big thank you to Alasdair Pinkerton and everyone at (RHUL) for all 
their hard work in organising the Fieldwork in Political Geography Workshop 12-13 
June 2017 and for making it such a successful event.   


